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Scented Leaves 

who was walking in his garden, held out a rose and asked 
him, "Do you smell the gardener's manure?" 

THE SEA-SHELL 

To the passionate lover, whose sighs come back to 
him on every breeze, all the world is like a murmuring 
sea-shell. 

THE STUPID KITE 

A kite, while devouring a skylark, complained, "Had 
I known that thy flesh was no sweeter than that of a 
sparrow I should have listened longer to thy delicious 
notes." 

THE SWALLOW TOWER 

Amid a landscape flickering with poplars, and netted 
by a silver stream, the Swallow Tower stands in the haunts 
of the sun. The winds out of the four quarters of heaven 
come to sigh around it, the clouds forsake the zenith to 
bathe it with continuous kisses. Against its sun-worn 
walls a sea of orchards breaks in white foam; and from 
the battlements the birds that flit below are seen like 
fishes in a green moat. The windows of the Tower 
stand open day and night; the winged Guests come 
when they please, and hold communication with the 
unknown Keeper of the Tower. 
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